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Child Sexual Abuse: Toward a Conceptual oo ke
Model and Definition DOV 1011 ARSI ITTINTS

Ben Mathews'? and Delphine Collin-Vézina’

Abstract

The problem of defining “cheld sexwal abute™ (CSA), and the need to define this concept. has been recognized by major poliky
bodies and leading researchers since the 19705, Recent demands for 3 more thecretically robuse, explicit definiton of CSA show
this chalenge remains urgent, In this article, we idently problems caused by vaniance n defintions of CSA for five domaing:
rescarch and knowledge formation, legal frameworks and principles, prevention effores, policy respenses, and the establidhment
of social norms. W review and analyze definitions used s leading internatonal epidemiological studies, national and internaticaal
policy documents, social science licerature, and legal systems in the United Seaees, Canada, and Australa to demonstrate the
conunuing use of dfferent concepts of CSA and identify key areas of conceptual disagreement. Informed by our krerature roview,
we use 2 methodology of concepeual analysis to develop a conceptual model of CSA. The purpose of this mode is to propose a
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